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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will read a variety of issues-centered nonfiction texts and analyze them for bias, point of view, and purpose. They will
develop positions on issues and defend them in discussions, debates, and written arguments using evidence from those texts. The Big 6 Project
is an interdisciplinary research paper that uses the skills developed in this unit. The primary instructional materials for this unit are [the
Prejudice set] and the internet.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 8

Cite the textual evidence that most
strongly supports an analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.8.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1
Write arguments to support claims with
clear reasons and relevant evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling

T1 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T2 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T3 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T4 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T5

Thematic lens: Through producing and consuming texts, students will gain insight into the
nature of prejudice and understanding.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U106) Critical readers (reflect on and)
question the text, consider different
perspectives, and look for author bias.

Q1 (Q110) What does this text mean to me?
What connections can I make? (K-12)
Q2 (Q207) What connections/insights can I
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when writing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.2
Determine a central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course
of the text, including its relationship to
supporting ideas; provide an objective
summary of the text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.8.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine a topic and convey ideas,
concepts, and information through the
selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.8.2
Analyze how a text makes connections
among and distinctions between
individuals, ideas, or events (e.g.,
through comparisons, analogies, or
categories). CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.3
Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact
of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to
other texts. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.4
Analyze in detail the structure of a
specific paragraph in a text, including
the role of particular sentences in
developing and refining a key concept.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.5
Determine an author's point of view or
purpose in a text and analyze how the
author acknowledges and responds to
conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.6
Evaluate the advantages and
disadvantages of using different
mediums (e.g., print or digital text,
video, multimedia) to present a
particular topic or idea. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.8.7
Delineate and evaluate the argument

U2 (U303) Readers realize the effectiveness
of an argument depends on the clarity of the
claims, the logic of the reasoning, and the
supportive evidence.
U3 (U203) By comparing texts, readers often
gain greater insight into those texts.
U4 (U301) Effective readers use strategies
efficiently to locate, integrate, and evaluate
content from diverse sources for various
purposes.
U5 (U601) To be effective, writing
(arguments, explanatory, narrative) must be
supported with sound evidence, sufficient
detail, and/or valid reasoning.
U6 (U600) Audience and purpose influence
the structure, language, and style to achieve
a goal effectively.
U7 (U801) Clear and focused questions help
researchers find desired information and
refine the topic/thesis statement.
U8 (U704) Technology is an evolving tool for
researching, producing, and/or sharing
information and ideas.
U9

Thematic: Writers construct arguments and
use evidence to counter preconceived
notions (e.g., prejudice).

U10

Thematic: The production and consumption
of text is an act of both creation and
interpretation.

gain by comparing two or more texts? (K-12)
Q3 (Q303) What makes an argument
effective? (K-12)
Q4 (Q702) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q5 (Q802) How do I find information on my
topic? (K-1) How do I use my own expereinces
and available sources to guide my research?
(2-12)
Q6 (Q805) How do I make sense of sources
that present different views? (4-12)
Q7 (Q806) How do my purpose, task, and
audience influence the way I publish/present
my findings? (3-12)
Q8 (Q807) Why and how should I document
my sources? (2-12)
Q9

Thematic: How do I use language and
information to persuade readers to question
their prejudices?

Q10

Thematic: How do I take what I'm reading,
seeing, and thinking and put it into words?
How does that line up with my own
experiences?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

K1

Understand the basic steps in the research
process identifying a topic and developing a

S1

Critically read informative and arguments
texts
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and specific claims in a text, assessing
whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient;
recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.8
Analyze a case in which two or more
texts provide conflicting information on
the same topic and identify where the
texts disagree on matters of fact or
interpretation. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.9

thesis statement, seeking relevant
information, synthesis of
information, organizing an argument,
drafting, evaluation and revising,and citing
sources.

K2

Understand the rhetorical context of
communication including audience, purpose,
and persona.

K3

The structure of the essay including
introduction, body, conclusion, thesis
statement,and transitions.

K4

Understand bias, stance, argument, and
persuasion.

K5

Understand the basic rules of citation.

S2

Identify main ideas and supporting details

S3

Analyze text structure

S4

Evaluate source reliability and bias

S5

Select evidence relevant to their reading
purpose

S6

Write a persuasive or argumentative essay

S7

Use the introduction/body/conclusion essay
template

S8

Develop a clear thesis statement

S9

Write an effective introduction, body and
conclusion paragraphs

S10

Adjust language and argument based on
audience and purpose

S11

Use effective transitions to create cohesion

S12

Elaborate using facts, statistics, quotations,
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anecdotes, sensory details, memories,
observations, and comparisons to support
ideas

S13

Synthesize information from multiple sources

S14

Use source materials to support an argument
or claim

S15

Summarize and refute relevant opposing
claims and evidence

S16

Cite sources parenthetically with author and
page number where appropriate

S17

Big SIx Interdisciplinary Task

With support, feedback, and guidance from
 a teacher, students will be able to:

1.  Select a research topic

2.  Develop an original and insightful thesis
statement that contains a clearly defined and
debatable position

3.  Support a position with well-considered
and well-developed reasons that show
thorough analysis and lead to conclusions
based on the information.

4.  Anticipate counterarguments and refute
them.

5.  Use a rich variety of resources
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6.  Document all source correctly in the text
of the paper and in the Works Cited list

7.  Use numerous citations throughout paper
to support thesis

8.  Refer to supporting graphs and charts
consistently

9.  Organize information in order to produce
well-constructed paragraphs in a clear
and logical essay

10.  Maintain formal objective voice

11. Edit and revise effectively in order to
produce a paper that is free of grammatical,
spelling, and punctuation errors
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